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SUBJECT: GOV INTEREST IN NASA'S LANDSAT PROGRAM 

REF: CARACAS 5162 

1 . AS INDICATED REFTEL. VENEZUELAN MINISTER OF COORDINA- 
TION AND PLANNING AZPURUA DID RECENTLY VISIT NASA TO INDI- 
CATE GOVS RENEWED INTEREST IN USE OF SATELLITE REMOTE 
SENSING. DURING DISCUSSION NASA PROVIDED HIM WITH INFOR- 
MATION ON A) CURRENT STATUS AND PLANS FOR LANDSAT PROGRAM. 

B) WHAT ARRANGEMENTS GOV COULD EXPECT SHOULD IT AGAIN 
DECIDE TO ESTABLISH A LANDSAT GROUND STATION IN VENEZUELA. 

AND C) U. S. SOURCES OF LANDSAT-RELATED TRAINING AND HARD- 
WARE. 

2. AS NASA UNDERSTANDS IT, GOV NOW PLANS TO CAREFULLY 
REVIEW ITS NATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REMOTELY-SENSED DATA 
AND CONSIDER POSSIBLE WAYS TO MEET THESE NEEDS. ONCE THIS 
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REVIEW HAS BEEN COMPLETED NASA WOULD EXPECT GOV TO BE BACK 
IN TOUCH IF IT WISHES TO PURSUE DIRECT RECEPTION OF LAND- 
SAT DATA. VANCE 
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